BRIEFING:

6 YEARS ON
A WAR ON SYRIA’S CHILDREN

FOREWORD
It is tragic that we’re having to write a report to mark the 6th anniversary of a war that

atrocities they have seen and endured.
This is why I am so proud to be a Global Ambassador for War Child UK. It is responding to
the war on the ground in places like Jordan and Lebanon. It is working tirelessly to support

we cannot say that we didn’t know what was happening. Yet the international community has

future to return to.

Carey Mulligan
War Child Global Ambassador
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
people have been
This represents one child killed every hour since the
1

2

refugees for asylum undermined.
The last year has seen the crisis worsen dramatically. Fighting has raged across the country
and the Syrian and Russian air forces have escalated aerial bombardment of besieged
unimaginable savagery by belligerents and the impotence of the international community to
stop the killing.

humanitarian interventions in Syria have failed to address the scale of the unfolding crisis. In

resolutions go unheeded.

poverty that will see younger Syrians denied opportunities that were available to their parents.
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has provided a robust structure for donors

it. The Syrian regime and its allies are primarily responsible for the horror that people face

with the Russian and Chinese governments stooping to veto a resolution against the use
of chemical weapons in Syria.

Despite this bleak picture there are actions the international community can undertake to
address urgent needs and plan for a more stable and secure future for Syria’s children.

1
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4 WAYS TO PROTECT
SYRIA’S CHILDREN

07

4 WAYS TO PROTECT
SYRIA’S CHILDREN

1.

A POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT

b) The international community must make it clear the pursuit of justice is an essential
peace negotiations.
2.

PROTECTION, ACCOUNTABILITY AND JUSTICE

ISIS) found to be committing grave violations of children’s rights must be listed in

they have committed.
c) The international community must continue to push for the ICC to have a mandate

be put on the Syrian regime to allow access for independent monitors to observe and
record breaches of international humanitarian and human rights law.
6

Targeted sanctions should be considered for all actors found to have attacked
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3.

IMPROVE HUMANITARIAN ACCESS:
a) The international community must push both the Syrian regime and opposition to
make an immediate commitment to allow all civilians who wish to leave besieged

b) Commitment to humanitarian principles must be made central to all political
negotiations by the sponsoring powers.
c) Alternative options for enabling besieged areas to receive life-saving aid must be
humanitarian relief as a last resort.

4.

DELIVERING ON REGIONAL FUNDING PLEDGES AND POLICY COMMITMENTS:
The progress made at the London Conference 2016 and Helsinki Conference 2017 must be
built on.
a) Critical humanitarian funding shortfalls and outstanding policy reform commitments
on refugee livelihoods must be acted on immediately.
b) Donors and host countries must help prevent a lost generation by ensuring that

addressing the worst forms of child labour.
c) Donors must follow through on multi-year aid funding as foreseen in the

CHILDREN ARE

LIVING UNDER SIEGE
6
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THE SYRIAN CONFLICT:
A WAR ON CHILDREN

'DOCUMENTATION IS IMPORTANT,
BECAUSE THOSE WHO ARE
COMMITTING ATROCITIES ON
BOTH SIDES NEED TO BE HELD
ACCOUNTABLE ONE DAY.’
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with some sources
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of international humanitarian law.
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KILLING AND MAIMING

prisoners considered regime opponents. Amnesty International has recently reported that in

torture of children in detention.16

'AT FIRST, TWO CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHER ARRIVED TO THE
HOSPITAL. THE CHILDREN WERE UNCONSCIOUS AND UNRESPONSIVE.
THEIR MOTHER WAS SHIVERING, COUGHING, AND WHEEZING. SHE
BARELY COULD BREATHE AND WAS DROOLING HEAVILY FROM HER
MOUTH. THEIR CLOTHES WERE COVERED IN A WET SUBSTANCE WITH
A SHARP SMELL, LIKE CHLORINE. THE TWO KIDS WENT INTO CARDIAC
ARREST AFTER AROUND 15 MINUTES. WE TRIED TO RESUSCITATE
THEM TO NO AVAIL. FIVE MINUTES LATER, THE MOTHER ALSO DIED.’
Human Rights Watch interview with doctor describing aftermath of chemical weapons attack in Aleppo, September 2016

new-report
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children increases. It is reported that children have been killed and maimed in airstrikes
19

laws and conventions

GC AP I Article 54

which prohibits attacks against objects indispensable to the

which prohibits attacks on civilians and prohibits the targeting

1
2
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attacks on hospitals and clinics in opposition controlled parts of Aleppo were reported. The

the geographical coordinates of its medical facilities with the Syrian regime and its allies amid
concerns that doing so could make them targets.22

As one measure of how far

21
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From the Report of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic’

hundreds of civilian casualties.

from trauma and guilt for having survived the violence.

which emblems were removed out of fear of being targeted.

ending the grave violations of rights and addressing the barriers to humanitarian relief reaching
those in need. Ultimately the international community will need to commit billions of dollars to
repair Syria’s shattered infrastructure and economy.

improve humanitarian access. Syrian children are paying the highest price for this deadlock in the
Security Council.

15

populated areas, including shelling

26

leaders who were previously

a step towards holding war criminals to account.
It is essential that early political agreements do not prevent justice from being achieved in the

to develop transitional justice strategies.
The creation of justice processes can also have a dramatic impact on the calculations of those
committing war crimes in the present. It is critical that justice processes are advanced and the
inevitability of justice is brought to life for those committing violations today.
An immediate opportunity to ensure the monitoring of rights violations is through the

ensure a comprehensive approach to monitoring nationwide.
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concluded.

SYRIAN CHILDREN
FORCED TO FLEE
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SYRIAN CHILDREN FORCED TO FLEE

donors committing to improve the provision of education and livelihoods for refugees in

refugee-hosting countries that give refugees permission to work and become economically
is a risk that the funding disbursed will fail to have a sustainable impact on people’s lives.

vulnerable.28 Children who survive trauma may be left with lasting disabilities and mental

29

Society recently coined the term “human devastation syndrome” to describe the mental health

28
29
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The social and economic pressures brought about by the protracted crisis are also having
a detrimental impact on the mental health of Syrian refugee children and their caregivers.
A recent War Child UK study in several refugee and host communities found Syrian and
Jordanian parents reporting at least one symptom of psychosocial distress and identifying

underfunded humanitarian and regional development appeals do not address the scale of
solutions. It is thus critical for donors and regional governments to focus on mental health

A disrupted and destroyed education system can have a profound impact on a country’s
economy and the life chances of its people. It is estimated that in Syria the direct cost of
Syrians who do not complete

school and learning.

hosting Syrian refugees.

far gained newly created school spaces.

ibid
should-do
ibid
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learning programmes and additional learning support in order to address education gaps and
integrate at grade level.

formal education.

Youth and young adults
There are limited services available to meet the multiple needs of youth in their mid to late
livelihood opportunities and have continuing mental health needs. Teenage girls are
particularly vulnerable to early marriage. Ignoring the needs of this group will have a longhome to Syria.

20
families without refugee status (and the legal permission to work) struggle to meet their own
dangers.

Refugee families in Jordan are adopting negative coping mechanisms in response to
increasing economic vulnerabilities. Two-thirds of families spend more than they earn to

years pass.

number of children (particularly boys) are being sent out to work in the informal labour
market. There has been a four-fold increase in the number of Syrian children working since

has become a push factor for Syrians pursuing work in the informal sector. The impact of
economic stress on the wellbeing of children is profound.
A broader consideration of the refugee crisis in Jordan is child safety and protection. In a

Child UK works with report that they are not allowed to leave their homes for fear of getting
harassed by young males. These girls stated that this isolation resulted in feelings of sadness
and depression. With hostilities between Syrians and Jordanians there are increased levels of

response-syria-crisis

REGIONAL CRISIS
RESPONSE: A LONG TERM
APPROACH IS NEEDED
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REGIONAL CRISIS RESPONSE:
A LONG TERM APPROACH IS NEEDED

with national governments and integrating national plans with refugee communities support

protracted crisis. Longer-term funding is essential for development responses aimed at
improving the self-reliance and resilience of refugee and host communities.

neglected in the past.
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Responsibility for hosting the vast majority of the world’s child refugees falls
and Jordan and Lebanon hosting the highest density of child refugees
relative to their population.

would be assisted by the establishment of more widespread and accessible avenues to seek
accessible for children and their families via embassies abroad.

Lebanon
Lebanon is a refugee from Syria

those living outside the 26 state-run refugee camps.

ibid
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CONCLUSION

the international community’s response to the atrocities in Syria has been a collective
belligerents to commit grave violations against their rights with impunity.

a sustainable and just peace. It is in their power to ensure that we do not have to mark yet
another grim anniversary.

RIMA'S STORY

one or two weeks - we have been here in the camp for

several months. We go to a school here in the camp. Pretty

generation. This is our life in the camp and we must adapt to
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